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Senator says funding is needed immediately to maintain 
commercial, residential and emergency traffic:

DORGAN REQUESTS FULL FUNDING FOR EMERGENCY ROAD REPAIR
BACKLOG IN DEVILS LAKE REGION

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) — U.S. Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND) on Tuesday asked the federal government
to make good on a promised $24.3 million in road repairs for the flooded Devils Lake region.   The funding for
emergency road repairs is part of a larger backlog of work that Congress has authorized but failed to fully fund.  

Dorgan is requesting that the $24.3 million be made available as part of the FY2000 supplemental
appropriations bill currently being considered by Congress.  He says it is needed to address critical road and highway
infrastructure repairs and maintain economic and community viability.

“The federal Department of Transportation has approved this North Dakota funding, which will help solve the
transportation crisis caused by the rising waters of Devils Lake,” said Dorgan, who is a member of the Senate
Appropriations Committee.  “I hope that we can make those dollars available this year and clear up the funding backlog
that has prevented important work from going forward.”

In a letter to the Chairman and Ranking Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Dorgan wrote that
the closed basin flooding in North Dakota has wreaked havoc on families and communities.  “Despite the best efforts of
local and tribal governments, the water is rising faster than roads can be raised or dikes can be built,” he said.  “Vital
transportation routes and access roads for commerce, residential and emergency travel are unusable or soon will be,
and the resulting economic impact is felt throughout the region.” 

Dorgan said he is requesting $8.4 million in Emergency Relief (ER) and $15.9 million in Emergency Relief for
Federally Owned roads (ERFO) be included in the supplemental appropriations measure.   The Senate  is expected to
take up the supplemental spending bill in the coming weeks. 
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